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State of Washington 61st Legislature 2009 Regular Session

By Senators Roach, McCaslin, and Carrell

Read first time 01/28/09. Referred to Committee on Human Services &

Corrections.

1 AN ACT Relating to public access to information about foster

2 parents; and adding a new section to chapter 74.13 RCW.

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

4 NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW

5 to read as follows:

6 (1) The department must maintain for public review upon request the

7 following information regarding licensed foster parents and foster

8 parents who wish to adopt:

9 (a) General residence area listed by region and local jurisdiction;

10 (b) Any record of misdemeanor or felony convictions;

11 (c) Current employment and employment history with salary range;

12 (d) Educational attainment;

13 (e) Marital or domestic partnership history to include number of

14 unions and current status;

15 (f) Number of adults living in the foster home and relationship to

16 the foster parent;

17 (g) Number and ages of children living in the home at the time of

18 placement, to be updated every six months;
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1 (h) The race or cultural background of the foster child or children

2 as compared with the foster parents or foster parents who wish to adopt

3 and any other person or persons residing in the home.

4 (2) The information must be displayed individually based upon case

5 number.

6 (3) The department shall also include the amount of federal and

7 state money spent on each child, including medical care costs, during

8 the child's out-of-home placement.

9 (4) The information must not include the names of the foster child

10 or of the foster parents or foster parents who wish to adopt.

11 (5) The department must update this information on a semiannual

12 basis.

--- END ---
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Response
Charles,

I did read the bill slowly. And I certainly can not deny there are issues that need to be resolved in the Foster Care System.

However, the very first paragraph of this addition to RCW 74.13 makes me wonder about privacy issues we should have as a Family:

6   (1) The department must maintain for public review upon request the

7   following information regarding licensed foster parents and foster

8   parents who wish to adopt:
In addition, why is there a distinction as to whether name a Parent or Child, depending whether they are Fostering or Adopting, as spelled out in the last paragraph:

9   (4) The information must not include the names of the foster child

10   or of the foster parents or foster parents who wish to adopt.
I feel there is a need for Change and making the Agency Responsible for their actions, but making them report publically, at the possible endangerment of the Privacy of a Family, may not be the correct direction to take.

Also below is the first paragraph of RCW 74.13- Declaration of Purpose.  And if one believes in the “……safeguard, protect and contribute to the welfare of the children…” We shouldn’t have any problems???.... So why do we???

	RCW 74.13.010

Declaration of purpose.
	


The purpose of this chapter is to safeguard, protect and contribute to the welfare of the children of the state, through a comprehensive and coordinated program of public child welfare services providing for: Social services and facilities for children who require guidance, care, control, protection, treatment or rehabilitation; setting of standards for social services and facilities for children; cooperation with public and voluntary agencies, organizations, and citizen groups in the development and coordination of programs and activities in behalf of children; and promotion of community conditions and resources that help parents to discharge their responsibilities for the care, development and well-being of their children.

May YOU find Strength in YOUR Higher Power, GranPa Chuck
Visit our NFPCAR Site
PS: I am not a Lawyer. Just an ol'guy who has shared many experiences.

~~~~~~~~~~
Granpa Chuck

Did you take time to read the bill? We are foster parents who
originally started out to be adoptive parents. I read this bill and
see nothing wrong with it. It does not say it is to make the records
public, it says they are to do a better job of making sure where the
foster/foster adopt family lives and who all is in the household, and
the races of the foster child to the foster parents, etc.

To me it looks like they are attempting to clean up a messed up
foster care system. Having worked with this messed up system I see
this as an improvement.

Read the whole bill slowly and see if you do not agree with what I
see and let me know.

Sincerely
Charles
An Advocate for the children and the foster/adopt parents.
The system is seriously broke...

FEB 8th update

Foster Care Justice Alliance
Defending the Rights of the Child
http://www.FosterJustice.com
 
Legislative Update
February 8, 2009

 

“If only they’d obey the laws we’ve already passed.”

Sen. James Hargrove, Chair, Human Services & Corrections

numerous occasions

 

ACTION ITEMS:
 
       Contact Human Services & Corrections Committee: PLEASE PASS 5510
       Contact Early Learning & Children’s Services Committee: PLEASE PASS 1782
       Contact Human Services & Corrections Committee: PLEASE HEAR 5803
 

 

CALENDAR:
· Feb. 10, 1:30 PM, Hearings in the House and Senate on HB 1782 and SB 5510
· Feb. 11, 7:30 AM, I will be speaking on the subject of child abuse at the Exchange Club, meeting at the Family Pancake House in Edmonds

· Feb. 18: Deadline for all House bills to get out of the policy committee
· Feb. 19, 6:30 PM, I will be speaking  on a child’s right to due process at the Liberty Supper Club, meeting at the Azteca in Bellevue

· Feb. 25: Deadline for all Senate bills to get out of the policy committee
· Feb. 27, 6:30 PM, I will be speaking on current legislation and advocating for your child at Fostering Together, meeting at the Kirkland Congregational Church

 

We would love to send someone to speak at your event, too.  Contact us at fosterjustice@....

 

 

UPDATE
 

We had a good showing of foster parents and relative caregivers at the rally last Thursday, Feb. 5.  It was covered by KING 5 News: http://www.king5.com/localnews/stories/NW_020509INV-dshs-demonstration-KS.21eb19b1.html.  I think the most important thing that happened that day was not the speeches or the sign waving.  It was the person-to-person contacts between foster parents and birth parents.  We might not agree with every proposal put forward, but we do agree that the department wields too much power with too little accountability for decisions made.

 

I testified on Friday, Feb. 6, in the Senate Human Services & Corrections Committee on foster care legislation.  You can watch the hearing at:  http://www.tvw.org/media/MediaPlayer.cfm?evid=2009021077&TYPE=V&bhcp=1.

 

I very much appreciate the support of everyone that has written or called, and those that have been able to support us financially.  Without you, none of this happens.  Please keep calling your lawmakers, and if you can make a contribution it would really help.  Donations can be made online, by mail, or in person at any Bank of America branch.  Donations are tax deductable.  See details at: http://www.fosterjustice.com/donate.

 

 

 

Don’t know who your representatives are? Click here: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder
All e-mail addresses: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/memberemail
 

Toll Free Legislative Hotline: 1.800.562.6000
 
http://www.FosterJustice.com
http://www.SiritaLaw.com
Join Us in Facebook: http://apps.facebook.com/causes/202325
 

 

SB 5431 Regarding placement of a child returning to out-of-home care 
Status: Needs Executive Action in Human Services & Corrections

 
If a child returns home, and then returns to foster care, this bill requires the department to place the child with the same foster family, if the family is willing and available, and in the best interest of the child.

 

ACTION ITEM: Thank Sen. Hargrove for hearing this bill for a hearing.  All committee members: Please Pass!

 

 

 

 

SB 5510/ HB 1782 Encouraging Early Engagement: Regarding notification in dependency matters
Senate Status: Hearing in Human Services & Corrections: Feb.10, 1:30 pm, Cherberg Room 1

House Status: Hearing in Early Learning & Children's Services: Feb. 10, 1:30 pm, O’Brien Room E

 
Both bills are being heard at the same time on the same day!  Hopefully I can run back and forth to testify for both.

 

Supported by the Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition

 

· Modifies the Notification of Dependency (foster care) to inform the parents that both need to be consistently involved in services from the start, even if one wants the other to have custody, or risk permanent loss of parental rights.

· Adds a Warning Notification after six months of no contact to repeat that permanent loss of parental rights may result from no contact

· Modifies the Notification of Termination of Parental Rights to include 15 months of no contact as an aggravating circumstance not requiring reasonable efforts, if the parent had reasonable opportunity for contact and was properly notified.

 

Download our position paper here: http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/Encouraging%20Early%20Engagement%20of%20All%20Parenting%20Resources.doc
 

 

ACTION ITEMS:  

· Thank Sen. Hargrove for scheduling this bill for a hearing.  All HS committee members: Please Pass!

· Thank Rep. Kagi for scheduling this bill for a hearing.  All ELC committee members: Please Pass!

 

 

Human Services and Corrections Committee Members:

	Senator
	Room
	Phone
	E-Mail

	Hargrove, James (D) Chair 
	LEG 411
	(360) 786-7646
	hargrove.jim@...

	Regala, Debbie (D) Vice Chair 
	JAC 233
	(360) 786-7652
	regala.debbie@...

	Stevens, Val (R) * 
	INB 105
	(360) 786-7676
	stevens.val@...

	Brandland, Dale (R) 
	INB 203
	(360) 786-7682
	brandland.dale@...

	Carrell, Mike (R) 
	INB 102
	(360) 786-7654
	carrell.michael@...

	Kauffman, Claudia (D) 
	LEG 414
	(360) 786-7692
	kauffman.claudia@...

	McAuliffe, Rosemary (D) 
	LEG 403
	(360) 786-7600
	mcauliffe.rosemary@...


 

 

Early Learning and Children’s Services Committee Members:

	Representative
	Room
	Phone
	E-Mail

	Kagi, Ruth (D) Chair 
	JLOB 328
	(360) 786-7910
	kagi.ruth@...

	Roberts, Mary Helen (D) Vice Chair 
	JLOB 315
	(360) 786-7950
	roberts.maryhelen@...

	Haler, Larry (R) * 
	LEG 122D
	(360) 786-7986
	haler.larry@...

	Walsh, Maureen (R) ** 
	JLOB 423
	(360) 786-7836
	walsh.maureen@...

	Angel, Jan (R) 
	JLOB 420
	(360) 786-7964
	angel.jan@...

	Goodman, Roger (D) 
	JLOB 320
	(360) 786-7878
	goodman.roger@...

	Seaquist, Larry (D) 
	JLOB 317
	(360) 786-7802
	seaquist.larry@...


 

 

 

 

SB 5803 Making Changes to the Adoption Support Program
Senate Status: Referred to Human Services & Corrections

Proposed by the Washington Adoptive Families Alliance

 

This bill requires full disclosure of the limits of the Adoption Support Program at least 6 full months before the adoption of a child.  Many adoptive families have been told that the Adoption Support Program would provide necessary services for their child prior to the adoption being finalized.  When their child needed services, they discovered that the Adoption Support Program did not provide the services they had been promised.

 

This bill allows exception-to-cost funding to purchase necessary services for a child adopted from foster care.  Foster children routinely are allowed exception-to-cost funding to purchase services they need. Once a child is adopted, those funds disappear.  Former foster children and the families who adopt them are penalized by proceeding with an adoption.  The adoption ends vital services for a child to succeed in the adopted family.

 

This bill also requires that adoptive parents of hard to place child be included as trainers and resources for pre-adopt families, to be certain that families get real-life information about the joys and challenges of adoption.  We have all heard how wonderful adoption can be.  We want to be certain that a balanced picture is presented to families who are considering adoption so that families make an informed decision.

 

ACTION ITEM: Ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule SB 5803 for a hearing.
 

 
 

Continuity of Care and the Importance of Psychological Relationships
Status: Not yet introduced

 

We are seeking a statutory right to intervene for visitation, placement, and child safety for children that are languishing in foster care.  Children form very deep bonds, often in the only home they have ever known, and yet the child has no right to maintain that bond.  We have seen children removed from foster homes as retaliation because the foster parent complained about the case – and the foster parent has no recourse to protect the child.  We believe that intervention is a last resort, which may be appropriate in certain circumstances:

 

· The child is languishing in foster care

· The child’s due process rights are not being protected

· The privacy of the birth parent is respected, including limited records access, with personal information and unfounded allegations removed

· The intervener has no involvement in parental rights

· Circumstances detrimental to the child exist if relief is not granted

 

This is a very complex issue.  Read more about it in our think tank report: http://www.FosterJustice.com/leg/FCJA Think Tank Report.doc
 

Download our position paper here: http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/Continuity%20of%20Care%20and%20Psychological%20Relationships.doc
 

 

ACTION ITEM: Talk to your legislators about the bonds children form in long term foster care, and the importance of psychological parents.  Ask them to support the FCJA Think Tank Report.

For WA- NO on SB 5653-Public access to FP Records.

Hi,

For those in WA, you may want to send in your comments on this bill. This is not the first state to try and pass a bill like this….

 SB 5653 Allows public access to foster parents’ private information
Status: Heard in Human Services & Corrections

Go to bill: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2009&bill=5653 
Comments from a WA Activist:

 This bill allows a foster parent’s private information to be available to the public: medical records, financial records, employment history, salary, marital status and history, past and present domestic partners, ethnicity, culture, and neighborhood.

 This gross invasion of privacy threatens the safety of the children we protect.  Kids enter foster care because of abuse or neglect, usually caused by drug use (70%), alcohol abuse, or mental illness, and often involving violence or criminal activity.  Protecting the child’s whereabouts is vital for their safety.

 This bill also allows those who wish to obfuscate dependency proceedings to dig up dirt on foster families.  Since the foster parent, not a party to the case, has no right to speak or rebut allegations, this is grossly unfair.  We are not the enemy.  We are not the ones that put the child in dependency.  If return home is the permanency plan, the proper focus of the dependency hearing is the parent’s ability to remove deficiencies and parent the child.

 Foster parents tell me everyday that they are fed up with the system.  Recruitment and retention are in decline.  This bill will not help.  I believe Senator Roach is sincere in her desire to reform DSHS, but this bill is ill considered.

 ACTION ITEM: Contact all committee members: DO NOT PASS 5653
HB 1183/SB 5609 Concerning legal representation of children in dependency proceedings
House Status: Heard by the Judiciary Committee

Senate Status: Referred to Human Services & Corrections

 

Supported by the Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition

 

Requires the court to determine if a foster child over the age of 12 needs an attorney.  Under current law, a child 12 or older can request an attorney.  Even if a child doesn’t request one, the court can still order one for the child now.  This bill would simply require the court to consider and make a determination.

 

An attorney can help a child stand up for their rights, when they are being moved unnecessarily, or when they haven’t had visitation with siblings.  Foster Justice supports this bill.  But attorneys cost money, and anything that will cost money is going to have a hard time this session.

 

ACTION ITEMS:

Ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule SB 5609 for a hearing.
Thank Rep. Pedersen for hearing HB 1183 – please PASS!  
 

Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646           hargrove.jim@...
Rep. Jamie Pedersen               (360) 786-7826           pedersen.jamie@...
 

 

 

 

HB 1607/SB 5477 Visitation rights for grandparents.
House Status: Referred to the Judiciary Committee

Senate Status: Referred to Human Services & Corrections

 

Proposed by GROWS (Grandparents Rights of Washington State)

 

Allows grandparents to petition the court for visitation with a grandchild, if:

· a substantial relationship exists between the grandparent and the child

· the relationship was actively encouraged by the parent

· contact has unreasonably been denied

· the child would suffer harm if contact is not awarded

· contact is in the child’s best interest

 

This is a complex issue that does not relate directly to foster care, however, many of the kids affected by this are foster kids, and many of them would have become foster kids if the grandparents had not stepped in.  Although this bill speaks to any grandparent with a substantial relationship, my main concern is for the grandparents that have become the primary caregivers for years at a time through an informal arrangement, and then lose all contact with the child when the natural parent returns.  There’s no doubt in my mind the child is harmed by that, and it happens far too often.  This ties in to our own proposal for continuity of care, and in fact a representative from GROWS participated in our think tank.

 

ACTION ITEMS:

Ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule SB 5477 for a hearing.
Ask Rep. Pedersen to please schedule HB 1607 for a hearing.  
 

Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646           hargrove.jim@...
Rep. Jamie Pedersen               (360) 786-7826           pedersen.jamie@...
 

 

 

Toll Free Legislative Hotline: 1.800.562.6000
Find out who are your legislators: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder
E-mail addresses for all lawmakers: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/memberemail
 

FCJA Facebook Page: http://apps.facebook.com/causes/202325
http://www.FosterJustice.com
Confirmation emails for use on NFPCAR website

--------------------------------------------------

From: "Dr. David Harrison" <fplegalsolutions@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, January 30, 2009 5:10 AM

To: "Grandpa Chuck" <olddirt1@hotmail.com>

Subject: [Fwd: Re: Legislative Update Jan 28 2009]

> Grandpa Chuck here is the response to my email to Gary M. that I sent 

> yesterday.

> mama m.

>

--------------------------------------------------

From: "Gary M." <siritalaw@winisp.net>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 10:14 PM

To: "Dr. David Harrison" <fplegalsolutions@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: Legislative Update Jan 28 2009

> You may certainly post our materials.  You might find it easier to post a 

> link - it saves space on your server, downloads just the same to your users, 

> and helps drive traffic on our website.

> 

> - Gary

> 

> ----- Original Message ----- 

> From: "Dr. David Harrison" <fplegalsolutions@gmail.com>

> To: "Gary M." <siritalaw@winisp.net>

> Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 6:04 AM

> Subject: Re: Legislative Update Jan 28 2009

> 

> 

> Gary thank you so much for sending me the results of your "think tank"

> meeting recently held in November 2008.

> I again sincerely apologize for not being able to attend. The results

> were astounding, in fact I would like your

> permission for our webmaster to post;

>                    "our think tank report:

> http://www.FosterJustice.com/leg/FCJA Think Tank Report.doc

> <http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/FCJA%20Think%20Tank%20Report.doc>

> just as you have issued it here on our Washington page for our members

> to access.  We like to keep our data up to

> date as to what is going on in their state, and where they can find the

> help that they are looking for, and you are most

> assuredly one of their best contacts for such knowledgeable assistance.

> 

> If I have your approval our webmaster, Grandpa Chuck, will post this

> paper on our website at www.nfpcar.org on

> the Washington state page as well as your contact information as a

> resource, as well as a link.

> 

> Marilyn Harrison

> National Administrator for

> Foster Parents Legal Solutions

> National Director NFPCAR

> Moderator fosterparentallegation@yahoogroups.com

> 

> 

> Gary M. wrote:

>>

>> *Foster Care Justice Alliance*

>>

>> *Defending the Rights of the Child*

>>

>> http://www.FosterJustice.com <http://www.fosterjustice.com/>

>>

>> * *

>>

>> *Legislative Update*

>>

>> January 28, 2009

>>

>>

>>

>> “DSHS has no standards for where they place children. They have no

>> conscience when leaving a child in harms way (black eyes and guns).

>> They are completely out of touch with the thinking of ‘normal’ people

>> and they really are not accountable to anyone so make no one

>> accountable to them. The ones at the top do not discipline poor

>> performance of DSHS employees or contracted agencies and pass off

>> decision making to those lower on the totem pole.”

>>

>> Senator Pam Roach, 31^st District

>>

>> August 28, 2008

>>

>> Pam Roach Report, Blogspot

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEMS:*

>>

>> * *

>>

>> ·       _Come to the rally_ Wednesday, Feb. 5, 12 noon at the Capitol

>> Rotunda in Olympia!

>>

>> ·       Call your legislators:

>>

>> o      Ask them to support Early Permanency, Continuity of Care, and

>> findings of the Foster Care Justice Alliance Think Tank Report

>>

>> o      Ask them to restore funding for CASA, Medicare, and other vital

>> services for foster kids

>>

>> ·       Volunteer to be a court observer

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *_UPDATES_*__

>>

>>

>>

>> *THE BUDGET*

>>

>>

>>

>> The budget is the big story this session.  There is a $6 billion

>> deficit.  As required by law, the governor delivered a balanced budget

>> to the legislature – balanced by slashing vital services, such as the

>> Washington State CASA, Foster Care Health Centers, housing assistance

>> for foster care youth aging out of the system, and Medicare

>> treatment.  Bill introductions have been much slower this session;

>> anything that costs money is unlikely to get much support.  Hard

>> choices have to be made.  The challenge this session is to hang onto

>> funding for those things that are vital.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *THINK TANK REPORT*

>>

>>

>>

>> On November 1^st , 2008, we brought together experts in law, mental

>> health, attachment, and child welfare to discuss foster care and make

>> specific policy recommendations.  The report can be downloaded from

>> our website, http://www.FosterJustice.com/leg/FCJA Think Tank

>> Report.doc

>> <http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/FCJA%20Think%20Tank%20Report.doc>.

>>

>>

>>

>> The report has been published and distributed, the legislative session

>> is underway, and the first legislation proposed by us since

>> incorporating has been introduced in the Senate by Senator Val

>> Stevens, 39^th District.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *RALLY IN OLYMPIA – FEB. 5, 12:00 NOON*

>>

>>

>>

>> Next Wednesday, we are joining Senator Pam Roach at the Capitol

>> Rotunda in Olympia in a rally calling for greater accountability from

>> DSHS.  Come join us, show your support, and help get the word out.  We

>> need hundreds of foster parents and other concerned citizens to show

>> up in support of our foster kids.  Join us!

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *FOSTER FAMILIES UNDER ATTACK*

>>

>>

>>

>> The horror stories continue.  Foster children placed in high risk

>> situations.  Foster parents who complain are subject to retaliation.

>> I have to echo what Senator Roach said in the quote above; some

>> decisions defy the logic that any normal thinking person would have.

>> _We need your support to continue this fight_.  Please consider

>> donating to the Foster Care Justice Alliance.  We are a 501(c)(3)

>> organization.  Donations are tax deductable.

>>

>>

>>

>> We also need volunteers to be impartial court observers.  If you can

>> volunteer a couple hours to go to court in your local district, to

>> observe a dependency case, please contact me right away.  We need

>> court observers in every county.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> Don’t know who your representatives are? Click here:

>> http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder

>>

>> All e-mail addresses: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/memberemail

>>

>>

>>

>> Toll Free Legislative Hotline: *1.800.562.6000*

>>

>> * *

>>

>> http://www.FosterJustice.com <http://www.fosterjustice.com/>

>>

>> http://www.SiritaLaw.com <http://www.siritalaw.com/>**

>>

>> Find Me in Facebook: http://apps.facebook.com/causes/202325**

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *SB 5431 Regarding placement of a child returning to out-of-home care *

>>

>> *Status: *Referred to Human Services & Corrections

>>

>> * *

>>

>> If a child returns home, and then returns to foster care, this bill

>> requires the department to place the child with the same foster

>> family, if the family is willing and available, and in the best

>> interest of the child.

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEM*: /Thank Sen. Stevens for sponsoring this bill and thank

>> Sen. Hargrove and the entire Senate Committee for co-sponsoring it/!

>> When the all the committee members sign on as co-sponsors, that’s

>> usually a pretty good indication a bill will pass the committee.

>> Great first start for the first FCJA bill.  Ask Sen. Hargrove to

>> please schedule this bill for a hearing.

>>

>>

>>

>> Senator Val Stevens                (360) 786-7676

>> stevens.val@leg.wa.gov <mailto:stevens.val@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646

>> hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov <mailto:hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *SB 5510 Encouraging Early Engagement: Regarding notification in

>> dependency matters*

>>

>> *Status: *Referred to Human Services & Corrections**

>>

>>

>>

>> Supported by the Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition

>>

>>

>>

>>     * Modifies the Notification of Dependency (foster care) to inform

>>       the parents that both need to be consistently involved in

>>       services from the start, even if one wants the other to have

>>       custody, or risk permanent loss of parental rights.

>>     * Adds a Warning Notification after six months of no contact to

>>       repeat that permanent loss of parental rights may result from no

>>       contact

>>     * Modifies the Notification of Termination of Parental Rights to

>>       include 15 months of no contact as an aggravating circumstance

>>       not requiring reasonable efforts, if the parent had reasonable

>>       opportunity for contact and was properly notified.

>>

>>

>>

>> Download our position paper here:

>> http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/Encouraging%20Early%20Engagement%20of%20All%20Parenting%20Resources.doc

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEM*: /Thank Sen. Stevens for sponsoring this bill and thank

>> Sen. Hargrove, Sen. Swecker, and Sen. Shin for co-sponsoring it/!

>> Thank the senators, and ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule it for a

>> hearing.

>>

>>

>>

>> Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646

>> hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov <mailto:hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Senator Paull Shin                   (360) 786-7640

>> shin.paull@leg.wa.gov <mailto:shin.paull@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Senator Val Stevens                (360) 786-7676

>> stevens.val@leg.wa.gov <mailto:stevens.val@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Senator Dan Swecker              (360) 786-7638

>> swecker.dan@leg.wa.gov <mailto:swecker.dan@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *Continuity of Care and the Importance of Psychological Relationships*

>>

>> *Status: *Not yet introduced

>>

>>

>>

>> We are seeking a statutory right to intervene for visitation,

>> placement, and child safety for children that are languishing in

>> foster care.  Children form very deep bonds, often in the only home

>> they have ever known, and yet the child has no right to maintain that

>> bond.  We have seen children removed from foster homes as retaliation

>> because the foster parent complained about the case – and the foster

>> parent has no recourse to protect the child.  We believe that

>> intervention is a last resort, which may be appropriate in certain

>> circumstances:

>>

>>

>>

>>     * The child is languishing in foster care

>>     * The child’s due process rights are not being protected

>>     * The privacy of the birth parent is respected, including limited

>>       records access, with personal information and unfounded

>>       allegations removed

>>     * The intervener has no involvement in parental rights

>>     * Circumstances detrimental to the child exist if relief is not

>>       granted

>>

>>

>>

>> This is a very complex issue.  Read more about it in our think tank

>> report: http://www.FosterJustice.com/leg/FCJA Think Tank Report.doc

>> <http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/FCJA%20Think%20Tank%20Report.doc>

>>

>>

>>

>> Download our position paper here:

>> http://www.fosterjustice.com/leg/Continuity%20of%20Care%20and%20Psychological%20Relationships.doc

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEM*: Talk to your legislators about the bonds children form

>> in long term foster care, and the importance of psychological

>> parents.  Ask them to support the FCJA Think Tank Report.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *HB 1183/SB 5609 Concerning legal representation of children in

>> dependency proceedings*

>>

>> *House Status: *Heard by the Judiciary Committee

>>

>> *Senate Status: *Referred to Human Services & Corrections

>>

>>

>>

>> Supported by the Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition

>>

>>

>>

>> Requires the court to determine if a foster child over the age of 12

>> needs an attorney.  Under current law, a child 12 or older can request

>> an attorney.  Even if a child doesn’t request one, the court can still

>> order one for the child now.  This bill would simply require the court

>> to consider and make a determination.

>>

>>

>>

>> An attorney can help a child stand up for their rights, when they are

>> being moved unnecessarily, or when they haven’t had visitation with

>> siblings.  Foster Justice supports this bill.  But attorneys cost

>> money, and anything that will cost money is going to have a hard time

>> this session.

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEMS*:

>>

>> Ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule SB 5609 for a hearing.

>>

>> Thank Rep. Pedersen for hearing HB 1183 – please PASS!

>>

>>

>>

>> Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646

>> hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov <mailto:hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Rep. Jamie Pedersen               (360) 786-7826

>> pedersen.jamie@leg.wa.gov <mailto:pedersen.jamie@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *HB 1607/SB 5477 Visitation rights for grandparents.*

>>

>> *House Status: *Referred to the Judiciary Committee**

>>

>> *Senate Status: *Referred to Human Services & Corrections**

>>

>>

>>

>> Proposed by GROWS (Grandparents Rights of Washington State)

>>

>>

>>

>> Allows grandparents to petition the court for visitation with a

>> grandchild, if:

>>

>>     * a substantial relationship exists between the grandparent and

>>       the child

>>     * the relationship was actively encouraged by the parent

>>     * contact has unreasonably been denied

>>     * the child would suffer harm if contact is not awarded

>>     * contact is in the child’s best interest

>>

>>

>>

>> This is a complex issue that does not relate directly to foster care,

>> however, many of the kids affected by this are foster kids, and many

>> of them would have become foster kids if the grandparents had not

>> stepped in.  Although this bill speaks to any grandparent with a

>> substantial relationship, my main concern is for the grandparents that

>> have become the primary caregivers for years at a time through an

>> informal arrangement, and then lose all contact with the child when

>> the natural parent returns.  There’s no doubt in my mind the child is

>> harmed by that, and it happens far too often.  This ties in to our own

>> proposal for continuity of care, and in fact a representative from

>> GROWS participated in our think tank.

>>

>>

>>

>> *ACTION ITEMS*:

>>

>> Ask Sen. Hargrove to please schedule SB 5477 for a hearing.

>>

>> Ask Rep. Pedersen to please schedule HB 1607 for a hearing.

>>

>>

>>

>> Senator James Hargrove         (360) 786-7646

>> hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov <mailto:hargrove.jim@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>> Rep. Jamie Pedersen               (360) 786-7826

>> pedersen.jamie@leg.wa.gov <mailto:pedersen.jamie@leg.wa.gov>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> *Toll Free Legislative Hotline*: *1.800.562.6000*

>>

>> Find out who are your legislators: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder

>>

>> E-mail addresses for all lawmakers: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/memberemail

>>

>>

>>

>> FCJA Facebook Page: http://apps.facebook.com/causes/202325

>>

>> http://www.FosterJustice.com <http://www.fosterjustice.com/>

>>
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